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1. The Concept of
Constitutional Law
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Functions of Constitutional Law 
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Characteristics of Constitutional Law 

Constitutional Law 
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Comparative Constitutional Law 
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Locating Constitutional Law
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Dislocation and Dispersion of Political Power
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2. Federalism and Sub-
national Constitutions



www.lachmayer.eu

Federalism

Federation

States StatesStatesStates StatesStates

Culture? Identity? Society?

Unitary State

Centralisation

De-Centralisation



www.lachmayer.eu

Federalism
Sovereign State

Federation

States

States

States

States

States

States

States

States

States

States

States

States

States

States

States

Divided Sovereignty
Federal State



www.lachmayer.eu

Sub-national constitutions
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Evolution of States and Dynamics of Federalism
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3. Neo-Federalism and

Transnational Constitutions
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European Constitutional Law 
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International Constitutional Law
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4. From Constitutional 
Fragments to Constitutional 

Networks
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Interrelating Fragments: Constitutional Networks 
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5. Methodological
Consequences
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Comparing Constitutional Networks
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Revisiting the Legal vs Social Science 
Debate
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Steps towards a new way of comparison

- Addressing national constitutions, which might be the wrong

legal level (place) to find answers to the questions

- Comparing international law regimes

- Cross-comparison of national and transnational  constitutions
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Comparing Constitutional Networks

- Different constitutional layers (fragments) have to be taken

into account at the same time
� multi-level human rights regime in comparison to the multi-level 

enviromental law regime

- Dynamics have to be taken into account
� Sub-national constitutionalism results in national constitution affecting

transnational constitutions (e.g. Scotland case)

- Comparing relations between constitutions became more

important
� Different influences of transnational courts on domestic courts
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Comparing Constitutional Networks

- Identifying relevant constitutional fragments

- Analysing of the dynamics and interrelations of these

constitutional fragments

- Methodological pluralism (functional, contextual, hermeneutical, 

quantitative …)
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Dis-Locating Constitutional Law
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