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As our homes get smarter and our electronic devices increasingly interconnected, we start to get a 

sense of what the Internet of Things (IoT) might look like. As IoT increasingly materializes, data 
processing becomes less centralized and is pushed closer to the edge of the network, i.e. closer to 
where the data is created. Data analysis moves from the cloud to the edge. The EU legal framework 
currently provides for various property-like protections that allow private parties some control over 
the use of their data. However, edge computing challenges European data protection law in novel 
ways. This talk explores possible legal responses. 

 

 

Alain Strowel is Professor of law at the UCLouvain. He has both pub-
lished and taught extensively in the fields of intellectual property, inter-
net and media law. After graduating in law, economics and philosophy 
at the UCLouvain and the University of Amsterdam, he has been a  
practicing lawyer for many years working, among others, for the leading 
international law firm Covington & Burling LLP. An expert in digital cop-
yright, he also teaches at the Munich Intellectual Property Law Center 
(MIPLC), regularly authors studies for Belgian and EU public institutions, 
and is an arbiter for domain-name disputes. Strowel is a keen commen-
tator of current events in his field and frequently posts on IPdigIT, a blog 
about Intellectual Property (IP), the digital economy (DIGIT) and Infor-
mation Technology (IT) in Europe. 
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