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Preface

This book would have never seen the light of day without the support from a great
number of people. We are indebted to all of them, and some of them deserve a huge
thanks in particular:

First, we would like to thank professor Jgrn @yrehagen Sunde. Jgrn is in many
ways the founding father of this project (something the reader will explore in the
chapter “Legal Culture: Ideas of and Expectations to Law Made Operational by
Institutional(-Like) Practices”), and we have benefited a lot from his knowledge,
ideas, enthusiasm, kindness and ability to connect people. Thank you, Jgrn!

Second, we extend our sincere gratitude to the authors of the various chapters of
this book. All of them have put a lot of time and energy into their contributions, and
we are very grateful for all their work.

Third, we would like to thank the publisher Springer Nature, particularly Manuela
Schwietzer and Brigitte Reschke for believing in our vision and their help in
realising this first edition. We are looking forward to extending the Handbook in
cooperation with Springer in further editions.

Fourth, a special thank is owed to the Norwegian publisher Fagbokforlaget,
particularly Marius Gulbranson Nordby. Their understanding and smooth coopera-
tion was essential for the publication of this book.

Finally, we have received invaluable support from the Faculty of Law at the
University of Bergen. This includes all of the brilliant research assistants who have
worked on different chapters. Not least, it includes the members of the Research
Group for Legal Culture, who have not only commented upon several of the authors’
presentations of their chapter drafts but also contribute to an intellectually stimulat-
ing environment that has been a great source of inspiration to us.

Bergen, Norway Soren Koch
9 January 2023 Marius Mikkel Kjglstad
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